
Harrington Estates 
Attention: Tim Goldacre 

Via Email:  

Our Ref: 2335.01 

31 May 2022 

Dear Tim, 

RE: Biodiversity Certification Assessment: Catherine Park North Planning Proposal 
Springfield Road and Camden Valley Way, Catherine Fields, NSW 

Anderson Environment & Planning (AEP) have been commissioned by Harrington Estates (the Client) 
to undertake a site assessment to confirm the extent and condition of the vegetation on site is as 
presented within the studies that led to the biodiversity certification of the Subject Site land; and to 
provide ecological advice for a Planning Proposal for a proposed residential subdivision as part of the 
Catherine Fields Part Precinct Extension. The area under investigation comprises 20 Lots and make 
up 52ha. The Lots being assessed under the planning proposal includes Lot 37 – 42 DP 215521, Lots 
1 – 4 DP 534799, Lots 32 – 34 DP 215522, Lot 13 DP 215520 along Springfield Road and Lot 8 - 9 DP 
1173813, Lot 13 – 15 DP 203127 and Lots 102 – 103 DP 1173578 Camden Valley Way, Catherine 
Fields NSW (refer Figure 1). 

1.1 The Subject Site 
The Subject Site is located along Springfield Road and Camden Valley Way in the Catherine Fields 
Precinct and is part of the in the Camden Local Government Area (LGA). The Subject Site is zoned 
RU4 – Primary Production Small Lots under the Camden Local Environmental Plan 2010 and forms 
part of the Sydney Growth Centre. 

The Subject Site is represented mainly by exotic paddocks and remnant patches of native vegetation 
comprising Grey Box Forest Red Gum Grassy Woodland. The native vegetation consists of scattered 
trees that occur more frequently in the northern portion of the Subject lands. There are more intact 
patches of this native vegetation in the south eastern portion of the site.  

There are several large farm dams that occur throughout the Subject Site that are connected by 
overland water flow. There were no defined streams identified on site.  

1.2 Planning Proposal 
The planning proposal includes the rezoning of the Subject Site land to facilitate residential development 
of the land.  



2 | P a g e

1.3 Ecological Characteristics: 
Desktop Assessment 

Desktop assessment was undertaken to determine ecological values within the Subject Site assessing 
regional vegetation and environmental legislative controls which apply within the Subject Site.  

Regional vegetation mapping executed under the Remnant Vegetation of the Tozer et al (2010), Native 
vegetation of southeast NSW, NSW Department of Environment & Climate Change, Scientific Services 
Division, was utilised to identify potential vegetation communities occurring within the Subject Site.  

The regional vegetation mapping indicated that the Subject Site mostly comprised cleared land with 
one vegetation community; Cumberland Shale Plains Woodland occurring in the north western corner 
of the Subject Site (refer Figure 2).  

It is noted here, that Cumberland River Flat Forest and Cumberland Shale Hills Woodland is also 
mapped in adjacent sites and further site assessments were required to determine if these native 
vegetation communities occurred on site. A description of the potential vegetation communities and 
associated Threatened Ecological Communities (TECs) to occur on site are presented below: 

• Cumberland Shale Plains Woodland (within the north west of the Subject Site);
o Equivalent to PCT 849 - Grey Box - Forest Red Gum grassy woodland on flats of the

Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion; and
o is associated with State and Commonwealth Listed Critically Endangered Ecological

Community (CEEC) Cumberland Plain Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion.

• Cumberland Shale Hills Woodland (outside of the Subject Site to the east);
o Equivalent to PCT 850 - Grey Box - Forest Red Gum grassy woodland on shale of the

southern Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion; and
o is associated with State and Commonwealth Listed CEEC Cumberland Plain

Woodland in the Sydney Basin Bioregion.

• Cumberland River Flat Forest (outside of the Subject Site to the west);
o Equivalent to PCT 835 - Forest Red Gum - Rough-barked Apple grassy woodland on

alluvial flats of the Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion; and
o is associated with state listed Endangered Ecological Community (EEC) River-Flat

Eucalypt Forest on Coastal Floodplains of the New South Wales North Coast, Sydney
Basin and South East Corner Bioregions.

Field Assessment 

Field surveys carried out on the 7 and 8 September 2021, ground truthed 16 of the 20 lots for their 
ecological characteristics within the Subject Site (refer Figure 3). Where access was not permitted, 
general observations of the adjoining lots was utilised to determine the ecological characteristics of that 
lot.  

Floristic surveys and landscape assessment was used to determine vegetation community types on 
site and no detailed vegetation assessments in the form of NSW Biodiversity Assessment Plots were 
utilised to determine plant community type. Survey results identified that majority of the site comprised 
non-remnant / cleared land and was primarily used for farming practices. However, native stands of 
vegetation were identified on site.  

The native stands of vegetation are predominantly scattered and canopy only comprising approximately 
4.19ha of native vegetation. One patch of native vegetation located in the south eastern corner of the 
site comprised 1.26ha of connected vegetation, however, as per the rest of the native vegetation on 
site this area was highly disturbed and canopy only.  

Assessment of the native vegetation assemblage identified key diagnostic species on site that were 
commensurate with State and Commonwealth listed threatened ecological community (TEC) 
Cumberland Shale Plains Woodland. As described above, the Cumberland Shale Plains Woodland is 
listed as a State and Commonwealth CEEC and under the Sydney Growth Centres Program, the NSW 
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Government has committed to delivering conservation outcomes at a State and Federal level for this 
CEEC. 

No threatened flora or fauna were identified during field surveys; however, it was noted that there were 
habitat features within the Subject Site including; dams and hollow bearing trees that would provide 
suitable foraging and habitat for some highly mobile species that still occur within the general locale 
(refer Figure 4). This is a typical characteristic of the land within the Catherine Fields area.   

1.4 Sydney Growth Centres Program 
Between 2009 and 2010, under an agreement between New South Wales (NSW) State and 
Commonwealth Governments, a strategic assessment to identify key growth areas within the Sydney 
region was undertaken and prepared under the strategic assessment provisions of the Environment 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  

The strategic assessment was designed to identify areas for residential living, employment 
opportunities and related infrastructure (biodiversity certified areas), whilst identifying key areas for 
conservation that could be secured throughout the broader Sydney Region as an offset mechanism 
(non-certified areas) for the proposed developments associated with the growth of the region (DPIE 
2010a).  

Preliminary studies were utilised to identify the areas within the Growth Centres suitable for biodiversity 
certification that could be developed and areas that were more suitable for conservation where-by the 
conservation areas were non-certified meaning they were to be conserved or would require assessment 
under NSW state threatened species assessment. 

In order to be able to certify the lands, the Sydney Growth Centre Program implemented the 
management viability concept which assessed patch size, canopy cover and connectivity of vegetation 
across the landscape (DPIE 2010b). It was determined that patches of vegetation that were greater 
than 4ha in size, had good connectivity and had more than 10% canopy cover were likely to provide 
greater biodiversity value and long-term ecological viability as the larger patch size were more resilient 
and had greater management success in the longer term (DPIE 2021b; GCC 2007).  

These areas where patches are greater than 4ha are classed as high or moderate long-term 
management viability areas. Patches that are less than 4ha were classed as poor and are more likely 
to be impacted by intense edge effects from urbanisation and are less viable over long-term 
management programs (DPIE 2010b).  

Under this determination of patch size, connectivity and canopy cover, the vegetation present on site 
although collectively it comprises approximately 4.43ha, the vegetation is highly disturbed and impacted 
by edge effects. Additionally, the native vegetation is canopy only and predominantly fragmented. As a 
result, under the Growth Centres assessment the native vegetation on site would not meet the criteria 
for conservation within the Growth Centres biodiversity certified land and areas of higher conservation 
value have been retained within the Growth Centres to offset impacts associated with developing / 
clearing the native vegetation on site.  

1.5 Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 
As part of the Sydney Growth Programs biodiversity certification was granted over the State 
Environmental Planning Policy (Precincts – Western Parkland City) 2021, which allows for 
developments within the Growth Centres to occur without further NSW threatened species assessment 
(within biodiversity certified areas).  

Biodiversity certification has been enabled under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995, (TSC 
Act) whereby the biodiversity certification removes the need for threatened species assessments. 
Under Part 7AA Division 2 Biodiversity Certification of the TSC Act. 
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126I Effect of Biodiversity Certification 

(2) Development under Part 4 of the Planning Act Development on biodiversity certified land is
taken, for the purposes of Part 4 of the Planning Act, to be development that is not likely to
significantly affect any threatened species, population or ecological community under this Act,
or its habitat.

(3) A consent authority, when determining a development application in relation to development
on biodiversity certified land under Part 4 of the Planning Act, is not required to take into
consideration the likely impact of the development on biodiversity values (despite any provision
of the Planning Act or any regulation or instrument made under that Act).

The North West and South West Growth Areas were two areas that were identified as part of the 
strategic assessment, biodiversity certified and non-certified land (refer Figure 5). The Subject Site 
located within Catherine Fields Precinct, falls within the South West Growth Area that is located in a 
biodiversity certified area. As the Subject Site occurs within biodiversity certified land and the native 
vegetation on site does not meet the criteria outlined in Section 1.4 there is no further NSW threatened 
species assessment required as per the conditions under the TSC Act. 

1.6 The South West Growth Area 
The South West Growth Area is made up of 18 precincts, with Catherine Field comprising one (1) of 
these precincts. Development of the precincts is guided by the South West Structure Plan that is used 
to identify town centres, neighbourhood centres and industrial and conservation lands (DPIE 2010a). 
As per the South West Structure Plan, the Subject Site falls within Mixed Use Employment Corridors 
and Industrial / Employment Lands.  

1.7 State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Region Growth 
Centres) 2006. 

Protected Areas within the Growth Centre under the Western Parkland City SEPP development controls 
can be identified through the Vegetation Protected Areas or Riparian Protected Area maps. The areas 
identified within the maps have been mostly excluded from development and include areas of high 
biodiversity significance. These areas comprise; 

• Flood prone and major creeks land such as South Creek and Kemps Creek; and

• Transitional lands that are considered to be constrained by environmental factors and thus,
limit the potential for urban development.

o Removal of native vegetation within these areas requires approval and must identify
that proposed impacts to native vegetation is minimised and offset to avoid net loss,
whilst retained native vegetation in the area is protected and enhanced.

• Environmental Conservation and Public Recreation Lands

o These areas are designated for protection and restoration whereby development is
restricted.

Assessment of the Western Parkland City SEPP, South West Growth Area Native Vegetation Protection 
Maps and Riparian Protection Maps show that flood liable land and South Creek which is considered a 
major creek is located to the west of the Subject Site. The maps show there are no mapped Vegetation 
Protected Areas or Riparian Protected Area occurring within the Subject Site and comprised only 
biodiversity certified land.  

Although there were no mapped areas of protected vegetation on site, field surveys have identified that 
CEEC Cumberland Shale Plain Woodland occurs on site in a highly disturbed condition and is one of 
the primary CEEC that have been identified for conservation within the Growth Centres.  
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As described above in Section 1.4 and Section 1.5, the process that led to the certification of areas 
within the Growth centres have considered these areas of native vegetation during preliminary studies 
and it was determined that removal of vegetation that did not meet the criteria within the biodiversity 
certified areas are unlikely to significantly impact threatened flora and fauna and TECs within the 
biodiversity certified areas and therefore would not require further NSW threatened species 
assessment.  

1.8 Biodiversity Certification Order of the Western Parkland City 
SEPP 

The Growth Centres Biodiversity Certification Order includes 41 Relevant Biodiversity Measures 
(RBMs) that need to be complied with in order to maintain certification. Assessment of the Subject Site 
in accordance with the 41 RBMs (refer Table 1 Attachment B) has shown that the Subject Site is 
located within biodiversity certified lands, does not contain patches of remnant vegetation that meet the 
criteria described in Section 1.4, and is not located within a Riparian Protected Area or Vegetation 
protected Area. As such the Subject Site satisfies the RBMs and no further NSW threatened species 
assessment is required. 

We trust this information meets your requirements. Should you require any further details or clarification, 
please contact the writer. 

Yours faithfully, 

Anderson Environment & Planning 

Simon Purcell 
Senior Ecologist 

 

Figure 1 – Site Location 

Figure 2 – Regional Vegetation 

Figure 3 – Ground Truthed Vegetation 

Figure 4 – Survey Effort  

Figure 5 – Biocertification Mapping 

Attachment A – Table 1 Relevant Biodiversity Measures 
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Attachment A 




















